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Weymouth Armed Forces Day
Service and Parade Information
Sunday 22nd June 2025
Organised by Weymouth Town Council
in conjunction with the Ex-Service Associations
Weymouth’s annual Veterans Parade will take place along Weymouth Seafront, beginning with a Service at the Cenotaph at 11 am, opposite the Hotel Prince Regent, followed by a Parade along the Seafront from Brunswick Terrace to the Pavilion.
ARRIVAL
Parking for Veterans participating in the Parade is available free of charge at Weymouth's Lodmoor Country Park. Parking tickets are not required, however any person using the car park can display their Association Badge or some form of association identification in their vehicle windscreen.  A coach and minibus shuttle from Lodmoor to the Cenotaph will operate between 9.00 am and 10.20 am. Please note: specific coaches for wheelchair users are also in operation. 

Those Veterans participating in the Parade and arriving by private coach may be dropped off at St John’s Church, Greenhill, until 10.20 am.  Coaches may be parked at Lodmoor Country Park Coach Park, free of charge.  

Please note that the seafront road closures commence at 10.00 am.

ASSEMBLY & FORMING UP
Veterans are requested to arrive at the Service area no later than 10.40 am for FORMING UP by 10.45 am in order to allow the Divisional Marshals time to bring the Divisions to attention by 10.50 am.

Please note that all Parade Participants must report to their relevant division section, i.e. Royal Navy Association, Army Association, RAF Association, Merchant Navy, Wrens, Auxiliary, USA and Allied Services, Royal British Legion and Campaigns Since WWII Veterans.  The individual Division locations will be clearly signposted on the day (see attached map for reference). 
The Parade Commander is Mr Ken Chivers. Please listen and respond to the Words of Command from your own Division Marshals EXCEPT when forming up for and during the Service when the Parade Commander will assume command for all Divisions and Standards. 

SERVICE
From 10.50 am, the process for each Division to take up their Service positions will begin, please follow the Orders from your Divisions Marshal.

Only the Principal Standard/s will be dipped for the Last Post. All other Standards will remain at the ‘Carry’. The Service is one of Remembrance.  Up to five wreathes will be laid during the official Ceremony. Those veterans wishing to lay a wreath on the morning may do so after the Service has concluded and before they Step Off for the Parade.  On conclusion of the Service, all Divisions will remain at their Service locations until the Divisional Marshal undertakes the orders for each Division to assume their appropriate position for the start of the Parade.

PARADE
Once all the Civic and Military guests have left the Service area, the Parade Commander and Division Marshals will form each contingent into their respective Parade Divisions.  Note:  All participants using wheelchairs must provide their own wheelchair pushers for the Parade.  

Each Division will Step Off under the Command of your own Division Marshal.  Each Division will be stepped off separately. Those Divisions passing the British Cenotaph and Anzac Memorial will pay their compliment "Eyes Left" as they March Past.

The Saluting Dais will be located North of the Jubilee Clock on the Promenade.  Divisions Marshals will order an "Eyes Left" towards the Saluting Dais. On approaching the US War Memorial again, the order for "Eyes Left" will again be given by the Division Marshal.
GENERAL INFORMATION
A free shuttle service, for those parked at Lodmoor, will operate from adjacent to the Pavilion Forecourt back to Lodmoor from 1.00 pm until 4.00 pm.  

Bluestone Medical, and the RNLI Beach Lifeguards are providing First Aid cover at the service location and along the route. 

Toilets for Parade participants are available at the Pier Bandstand adjacent to the entrance of Brunswick Terrace, the Kings Statue toilets and the Pavilion.

All veterans should be aware of the hazards created by exposure to the elements i.e. sun and dehydration; and that the Parade route measures approximately 1.5 km.  Adequate precautions should be made by all persons attending the event.
Please turn over…
A minibus will be parked at the King's Statue for the duration of the Parade.  Should any marching member wish to ‘Fall Out’ of the Parade after passing the Saluting Dais, they may board either vehicle to be transported to the Dispersal area after the Parade has finished.
PARADE ORDER OF MARCH
Division A

South Wales Police Band followed by the Royal Naval Association, Merchant Navy, Fleet Air Arm, Wrens, Auxiliary & Allied Standards, followed by the Marching contingents.

Division B

Wessex Military Band followed by the Army Association Standards and the Army Marching contingents.
Division C

Dolphin Marching Band followed by Campaigns Since World Ward II & RAFA Standards, RAFA Marching Contingent followed by The Royal British Legion Standards, followed by and the RBL marching contingent.
Division D

South West Area Sea Cadet Band followed by Sea Cadets, Army Cadets, Air Cadets and Budmouth CCF Marching Contingents.
Historic Military Vehicle Convoy
Royal British Legion Riders Branch
PARADE DISPERSAL
Each Division will end the Parade in Pavilion Forecourt Car Park.  Divisions will come to a halt on the command of their appropriate Division Marshal.  Tea & Coffee Refreshments and biscuits for Parade participants will be served in the Pavilion Ocean Room from 11.45 am to 1.30 pm. 

Should you have any further questions or queries,

please contact the Senior Events Officer or Resort Manager on (01305) 239306
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