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Introduction, how to take
Bruno Peek CYO OBE OPR, Pageantmaster

Bruno Peek CVO OBE
OPR - Pageantmaster,
provides insights into the
arrangements for the
upcoming VE Day 80th
anniversary celebrations,
and how local councils
and others within their
community can take part
in this 'shared moment of
celebration' on 8th May
2025.

VE Day 80 - 8th May 2025 - A Shared Moment
of Celebration

Following on from the enormous success of D-Day 80 - 6th
June 2024, in which we all commemorated the 80th
Anniversary of the D-Day landings in Normandy, France, we
are now focusing our efforts on the celebration of the 80th
Anniversary of VE Day which marked the end of the war in
Europe and WWII as a whole on 8th May 1945. On Thursday
8th May 2025 we are encouraging the lighting of Beacons
and Lamp Lights of Peace at 9.30pm, the raising of a unique
VE Day flag at 9am and, where possible, holding parties of
celebration throughout the day in the streets, gardens at
home, churches, villages, town halls, pubs, clubs, hotels and
all manner of locations throughout the United Kingdom,
Channel Islands, Isle of Man and UK Overseas Territories.

Due to the fact that Fish and Chips - Britain’s favourite dish,
was not rationed by Prime Minister Churchill during the whole
of WWII, we also want to use this occasion to continue paying
tribute to the brave fishermen who fished the seas and the
farmers and land girls who toiled in the fields, by encouraging
the eating of Fish and Chips throughout the day, as part of
these VE Day 80 celebrations on 8th May 2025.
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VE DAY 80 Beacons (9.30pm)

There are four types of beacons being lit for the occasion.
VE Day 80 Bonfire Beacon

VE Day 80 Bishops Frome Strawman

VE Day 80 Beacon Brazier

VE Day 80 Gas-Fuelled Beacons

Further details regarding these Beacons can be found on

pages 7-11 of this Guide.
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VE Day 80 Lamp Light of Peace (9.30pm)

In a similar way to D-Day 80, there are many local Councils,
Churches, Care Homes, Hospitals, Pubs, Hotels and individual
families etc, that would like to take part in the .

VE Day 80 celebrations but are lacking
resources or land to light a beacon, so
we encourage them to purchase a
reusable Lamp Light of Peace. It provides
an extremely cost efficient, simple and
meaningful way to take part, with the
lamp’s ruby red colour representing the
ultimate sacrifice made by brave men
and women throughout the world who
sacrificed so much during WWII,

fighting for the freedom we all enjoy
today. Its flame represents the ‘light of
peace’ that emerged from the

darkness of so many years of war and

it is such an ideal way for local

councils and communities to take part at
a cost of only £55.00 including vat, post
and packaging for one of these lamps.
(Those with existing Lamps are being asked to re-use them).

With this in mind, we would like to encourage every City,
Borough, District Community, Town and Parish Council to take
part in this special celebration with a Lamp Light of Peace,
using this to pay tribute to those within their local communities
that undertook so much for us all during WWII, especially as
we must use every opportunity possible to help promote peace
around the world.

We would like the lamps to be lit at 9.30pm on 8th May
2025, coinciding with the lighting of the beacons that night,
and once lit for this occasion, they can be re-lit at 11am on
11th November in Remembrance for many years thereafter.
Please visit https://lamplightofpeace.co.uk/ for more
details.
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VE Day 80 Tribute (9.30pm)

All those taking part, whether they be lighting Beacons, Lamp
Lights of Peace or holding a Party, are being encouraged to
stop what they are doing at 9.30pm, and read out the
following Tribute by a nominated individual, bringing the
Nation together at this one moment in time.

The Tribute

Let us remember those who gave their lives at home and
abroad, whose sacrifice enables us to all enjoy the peace
we have today.

Let us remember those who came home, wounded,
physically and mentally, and the friends and family who
cared for them.

Let us remember those who returned to restore their
relationships and rebuild their working and family lives after
years of conflict and turmoil.

Let us remember the families that lost husbands, wives,
sons, daughters and sweethearts.

Let us remember the servicemen and women of other
nationalities and faiths from Commonwealth and allied countries
who fought, suffered and died during six years of war.

Let us remember those in reserved occupations and the
brave people who kept us safe on the home front - the
doctors, nurses who cared for the wounded, the men and
women who toiled in the fields, the fisherman who fished
the seas, those who worked in the factories and the air-raid
wardens, the police officers, firemen, ambulance drivers
and the young people of the Scouts and Guides who played
such a vital role in the war effort at home too.

God Save The King
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VE Day Flag (9.00am)

The Nation will again
come together in joyous
celebration at 9am on
8th May, by raising the
unique VE Day 80 Flag,
uniting the nation in
remembering the
sacrifices made by so
many, many millions
throughout WWII - lest we forget. We encourage, all City,
Borough, District, Community, Town and Parish as well as
other organisations such as, Churches, individuals, Care
Homes, Hospitals, Stately Homes, Forts, Castles, and Hotels
etc, to take part in this simple act of celebration by raising the
official VE Day 80 flag for this day of celebration. Please see
page 14 for more details.

VE Day 80 Empire Medal Pin Badge
Empire Medals have crafted a beautiful Pin Badge to
celebrate VE Day 80, which can be purchased and
. worn by individuals during the build-up to

8th May, on the day itself, and many days
thereafter if they so wish. It can also be
used as a personal tribute to past family
members involved throughout WWII, in
helping to secure the peace that allows
us all to celebrate this important

anniversary on 8th May 2025.
More information is available at
https://www.empiremedals.com/

VE Day 80 Street and Home Garden Parties
(throughout the day)

Even though Thursday 8th May 2025 is not a public holiday,
we encourage those with country parks and streets that can be
closed, along with those that have gardens to hold street and
garden parties decked in flags and bunting, dressing up in
fancy dress or uniform, along with those communities that
have town, village and community halls etc, to organise VE

Day 80 parties within them, decorating them in a similar fun
way. We also encourage care homes and children’s homes,
hospitals, schools, pubs, hotels and restaurants etc, to
undertake similar events throughout the day in celebration of
this important Anniversary. This would be a great, and simple
way for schools to take part, especially at lunch-time.

The Four Peaks - Mount Snowdon, Scafell Pike,
Slieve Donard and Ben Nevis

Four Pipers will be playing Celebratum from the top of the Four
Peaks at 12noon on 8th May which has been especially written
for this historic occasion by by Stuart Liddell MBE, and they will
be followed by members of Walking With The Wounded who
will be lighting Beacons at the top of the Peaks at 9.30pm in
tribute to the fallen of WWII, as their contribution to VE Day 80.

Promotional tips

Invitations: Extend an invitation to your HM Lord
Lieutenant, Deputy Lord Lieutenant, local dignitary to light your
beacon or lamp, or more importantly, a young person,
as they are the future, and we need to enourage as many as
we can to assist the world in promoting peace.
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Social Media: Use the power of social media channels to
promote your involvement in VE Day 80, and post your
photographs of your beacon lighting and any other activities
you will be taking part in during VE Day 80.

TV, Radio and Newsprint: Make contact with your
regional and local TV stations, local radio and newspapers,
informing of your involvement in VE Day 80. We will be
providing you with an overall press release outlining the
overall plans for celebrating these important anniversary
celebrations, enabling you to afix it to your plans. Please
remember to include your own contact details, enabling them
to contact you direct.

REGISTRATION OF EVENTS

Step 1: To confirm your involvement and make important
communication as easy as possible please register your
involvement, providing the information below, direct to
brunopeek@mac.com as soon as possible please, but
no later than 30th April 2025.

If your event is a private occasion and NOT open to the public,
and you do not want your involvement shown on any public or
media listing, it is important that you confirm this when
providing information. Your participation will still be noted as
part of this historic occasion but NOT made public. However, if
your event IS open to the public, your contact details will be
shared with the media so that they can contact you direct to
arrange any publicity and/or coverage of your event.

Name of Country: England, Wales, Scotland,
Northern, Ireland, Channel Islands, Isle of Man
Name of County

Name of City, Borough, District, Town, Parish

Name of Organisation

Name of Organiser

VE Day Beacon — Yes/No

VE Day Lamp Light of Peace — Yes/No
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VE Day Flag — Yes/No

Street Party — Yes/No

Garden Party — Yes/No

Party elswhere — Yes/No
Email address

Public or Private event

Step 2: Public or private event & legal essentials
Ensure you have undertaken all the legal essentials and safety
requirements on page 18 before lighting your Beacon and
Lamp. Alert the emergency services, including the Fire Brigade,
undertake any risk assessments required and ensure everyone
involved is happy and familiar with your plans. (This is your
responsibility as coordinator). In the event of dry
weather, high winds and a heightened wildfire risk on the day
of the event, please carefully consider scaling back initial
plans where appropriate.

Step 3: Please light your Beacon and Lamp Light
of Peace at 9.30pm.

The Beacon and Lamp Lighting Ceremony should be
undertaken as follows:

Invite your HM Lord Lieutenant, DL, Lord Mayor, High Steward,
Sheriff, Lord Provost, Chairman, Leader of the Council or a VE
Day Veteran to light your Beacon or Lamp Light of Peace at
9.30pm. Alternatively, you may wish to run a local
competition, with the winner lighting them.

Bruno Peek CVO OBE OPR
Pageantmaster
VE Day 80 Anniversary 8 May 2025

www.veday80beacons.co.uk




VE Day 80 Bonfire Beacon

Locate the bonfire at least 60m away
from buildings, roads, railways and
public rights of way, and a safe distance
from dangerous materials and overhead
power lines. Ensure it has good access
for the transportation of materials for the
bonfire and sufficient space for spectators
to stand upwind.

Obtain the landowner’s permission and
involvement.

Liaise with your local fire brigade and all
emergency services in your area, presenting them
with your plans, and seek their advice and
support.

'| Prepare site by removing top layer of turf

and stack away from fire area. Obtain
seven poles, 5-6m in length. Attach four guy
ropes fo top of one pole and anchor as
shown.

Erect remaining poles as shown,
ensuring tops are secured in place.

Use either pallets or suitable lengths of

timber, spreading them over ground area
of beacon for a good through draught. Secure
timber horizontally between poles as shown,
preventing material placed over the framework
from dropping through. Construct access tunnel

1 2

to the middle of the beacon. Keep middle
empty until required. Always construct the
bonfire so it collapses inwards as it burns.

Use only wood for combustible

materials. Do not burn dangerous items
such as foam-filled furniture, old tyres,
aerosols or tins of paint. Build upwards until
height of centre pole is reached. Materials
around top should be loosely packed to
allow air flow. Cover bonfire to keep it dry.

Fill centre with suitable, dry combustible

materials. Check construction is stable
and remove any unsuitable materials that
may have been added. Look specifically for
fireworks, aerosols, highly inflammable
materials or containers with such materials.

Construct a safety barrier out of ropes
and stakes or scaffold poles to ensure
public is kept at a safe distance from the fire.

7 In daylight, and for several hours, and up

to lighting, check that there are no
children or animals, such as hedgehogs etc
playing or hiding in or round the bonfire.
Arrange for at least 12 marshals to be in
attendance, and undertake a sufficient safety
briefing before lighting the beacon.

The person looking after the fire should
not wear lightweight clothing that could

ignite easily. They should wear a substantial
outer garment of wool, or other material of
low flammability, and stout boots. They should
know what to do in the event of a burn injury,
or a person’s clothing catching fire, and
should have a fire blanket ready in the bonfire
area along with a number of fire extinguishers.

Lighting: the safest and recommended
approach is to use paper and solid
firelighters in six places just inside the walls of
the beacon to ensure an even burn. Never
use flammable liquids such as paraffin or

petrol to get it going as this can result in
uncontrolled spread of fire or explosion.

'| To light the beacon: from poles 2m

in length, prepare hand torches for
lighting with paraffin-soaked rags wired
around one end. Remember, paraffin is
dangerous and great care should be taken.
Paraffin can be used as directed, but it is still
dangerous and should at all times be treated
with great care - for example, always ensure
all excess paraffin is drained off rags before
use. If spilt on your clothes during the
preparation of your beacon lighting you
should replace those items of clothing before
approaching any naked flames. In particular,
always remember to replace the lid on any
container of unused paraffin and store it in a
safe place away from naked flames. Do not
use an accelerant on the fire itself.

Bonfire Beacon, Shipston-on-Stour, Warwickshire, England.
In memory of Fred Gardner and Sid Peachey. Photograph by Rob Hadley.

A After the event, extinguish fire and collect remaining debris. A Dig over site and re-lay turf.
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A leave site clean and tidy.
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VE Day 80 Gas-Fuelled Beacon

Bullfinch Gas Equipment

We have made many different reliable beacons over the
years and details can be seen on our website. The
flames are very stable in winds and the structures are
also wind stable.

This beacon’s burner-head is in the shape of a V, surrounded
by a VE Day 80 banner. It is of lightweight construction and
comes assembled and complete, with the exception of the gas
cylinders, which must be purchased separately.

2 x 19kg full cylinders of propane are recommended to give a
full flame for a good three quarters of an hour. If you wish for
less than this then one 19kg cylinder or 2 x 13kg cylinders
should be sufficient. These should be full or nearly full. The
Gas Torch needed to light your beacon safely requires a 400g
cylinder of propane with CGA600 fitting - Bullfinch No 1644

or Rothenberger or equivalent.

The VE Day 80 Gas-Fuelled Beacon Package contains:

¢ Burner unit with VE Day 80 insignia

* 2m high stand

* Ground anchor and rope for fixing the stand to the ground
* 10m hose with the regulator for connecting to the gas

¢ Gas torch for lighting

* Spanner

* Leak detecting fluid

¢ Hose assembly and Y manifold to link 2 cylinders

¢ Lighting and safety instructions

The above items are packed into 2 strong cartons. The tripod
describes a circle area of about 1.32m diameter and the
beacon has an extended height of about 2.15m.

The beacon must be supervised by two competent people at all
times when lit and a fire extinguisher must always be available.

Ordering
The price of a gas-fuelled VE Day 80 Beacon is £549 plus
VAT, including carriage to your door within the UK mainland

(Highlands and Islands excluded). There will be an extra
charge for other areas.

You can alternatively purchase a Burner only at £349 plus VAT
to fit the stands of previous Bullfinch Beacons.

To order your beacon please contact:
Tel: 0121 765 2000
Email: sales@bullfinch-gas.co.uk

More information on the web: www.bullfinch-gas.co.uk

Bullfinch Gas Equipment, Kings Road, Tyseley, Birmingham,
B11 2AJ.

Payment by cheque, BACS transfer, or Credit/Debit Card.
Please order by 31st March 2025 to guarantee delivery by

26th April. However please enquire after this date for
availability.

VE DAY.

80 ANMIVERSARY
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VE Day 80 Gas-Fuelled Beacon ;w

21CC Group Ltd

The beacon will come ready for easy assembly, designed with a commemorative top and
a special anniversary plague underside. The beacon will burn for approximately one hour
using a 13kg standard propane gas cylinder, these are available fromm most gas stockists
and petrol stations around the UK. The gas assembly is easily connected to the burner by
a quick release fitting. The beacon is inherently stable; however, we recommend the use
of anchors on soft ground or sandbags on hard ground for additional stability. Full set-up
instructions are included within the pack and we recommend a trial set-up and lighting
before the actual event to familiarise yourself with the set-up and operation. We have
included two long-reach lighting sticks so that you can practice lighting the beacon in
advance. We would also recommend that a fire extinguisher is available when lighting
the beacon and whilst it is burning and that two people are always present.

VE DAY.
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The VE Day Beacon package contains:
e Assembly, lighting, and safety instructions
¢ 2m high stand and burner
e 10m hose with the regulator for connecting to the gas
e Two long reach lighting sticks
e Spanner
¢ Hose
+ No additional connections required — all you need is in the box

Beacon Price:
The price of our beacon is £549 + vat, including carriage within the UK mainland. An
additional charge may be applied for other areas.

Replacement Plaques:

The price for two VE Day 80 plagques is £290 + vat, including carriage within the UK
mainland. An additional amount may be applied for other areas. Please note that the VE
Day replacement plaques are only compatible with 21CC Beacons.

Ordering & Payment:

To order your VE Day 80 beacon, please contact 21CC Group Ltd by phone; 0131 331 4509
or email our beacon team on beacons@2lccgroup.com. Additional information can be
found on our website at www.2lccgroup.com/vedaybeacons.

Payment can be made in all the usual ways including BACS, cheque and credit/debit
card. Orders received before the 8th of April 2025 will be delivered by 25th of April 2025.
All orders received after 8th of April 2025 will be accepted on a case-by-case basis
depending on stock levels available.
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J. W. Plant & Co Ltd are proud to be nominated as the
official flag supplier for VE Day 80.

Previously, we have been involved in national flag-flying
days such as Fly a Flag for the Commonwealth,
Merchant Navy Day, NHS Social Care and Frontline
Workers Day.

JW Plant is a family run business and we have been
manufacturing flags in the UK for four generations.

Based in Leeds, our factory continues to manufacture a
wide range of traditional hand sewn, screen printed and
digitally printed flags.

We have a passion for flags: their ability to unite
communities, to provide a focus whereby we can give
thanks, celebrate and be proud.

It is perhaps fitting that having supplied flags to the
armed forces during World War Il, we are here to join the
nation in the 80th Anniversary of VE Day.

Union and White Ensign
JW Plant 1940 and 1939

VE DAY
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ORDERING

ltems can purchased online - click web address below

SRR,

https://the-flag-company.co.uk/veday80/
ltems will be made to order, once payment is received.

Please allow a minimum of 10 working days for the
manufacturing process and place all orders in good time
for the event.

Delivery will be made by Royal Mail 48 track and sign
and can take up to 3 working days. Please ensure full and
complete delivery address is provided, including a contact
name, telephone, and email address.

Please ensure orders are made before

Friday 11th April 2025

Should you have any order queries please contact us as
follows:

Address:

JW Plant & Co Ltd, 39 Ashley
Road, Leeds, LS9 7A)

Tel: 0113 248 0454

Email: pauline@jwplant.co.uk

J\X/‘ ‘Plant

The Flag Company
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The flags are digitally printed in 8 colour RainbowTecTM High Energy disperse
dyes, creating vibrant, durable colours. They are reduction cleared at 50°
centigrade making them fully washable at 40° centigrade.

Single thickness flags, design shows correct on the front and in the mirror image on
the reverse.

Hemmed all round with 2 rows stitching, 3 rows of stitching will be used on the fly

edge of the 90" flag.

Headed down the left hand side. Finished with either, hems only, white D rings,
rope and toggle.

PRODUCT - SIZE, FINISHING, PRICES

Imperial - Inches L .
USE Finishing Unit Price
Width Depth
To be displayed on a wall, window, or other clear Two sucti q
18" 10.8" Mat surface. Attach clips to hemmed flag, use ai :UC ‘on cups an £12.08
suction cups to secure on the flat display surface '
Best suited to freestanding flagpoles around 3-4m
| .+ |(10-13ff), wall mounted and roof mounted D rings top and
36 21.6 Iflagpoles of at least 1-3m in length, at a bottom £17.17
approximately 1st storey level
Best suited to freestanding flagpoles around 5-6m
| . |(15-20f), wall mounted and roof mounted D rings top and
60 36 Iflagpoles of at least 2-3m in length, at a height of | bottom £37.33
at least 4-6m (20-25ft)
Best suited to freestanding flagpoles 8m (25ft) and
N . |above, wall mounted and roof mounted flagpoles
90 54 of at least 3m in length, at a height of at least Rope and toggle £64.26
10m (30f)
Best suited fo freestanding flagpoles 12m (40ff)
and above, roof mounted flagpoles of at least 6m
144 72 in length, base approximately 12m (30ft.) from the Rope and foggle £113.50
ground.
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